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LEGISLATIVE PRIORITES

Economic & Workforce Development

The Garland Chamber of Commerce supports policies that enhance
workforce readiness and economic growth by aligning education and
training with the needs of employers. We advocate for:

e Expanding STEM Opportunities: Increase access to high-growth STEM
fields through diverse and inclusive educational pathways.

e Enhancing Career Preparedness: Strengthen internship programs,
Career and Technical Education (CTE), and apprenticeships to better
prepare students for careers and higher education.

e Bolstering Workforce Training: Expand and sustain the Texas Skills
Development Fund to build a pipeline of highly skilled workers.

e Preserving Economic Growth Incentives: Maintain the State of Texas
Enterprise Fund to attract investments and spur economic
development.

e Supporting Small Business Development: Increase funding for Small
Business Development Centers to provide professional business
advising and training programs that empower entrepreneurs and drive
economic prosperity.

~|1 Public & Higher Education

The Garland Chamber of Commerce advocates for a fair, equitable, and

\\ // efficient funding model for educational institutions that strengthens access
Y

and opportunity at all levels. We support:

e Pre-K and Early Childhood Education: Increasing state funding to
ensure robust early learning opportunities for all children.

e Support for Underserved Populations: Prioritizing funding for school
districts serving economically disadvantaged and English Language
Learner (ELL) students.

e L ocal Flexibility: Granting school districts greater flexibility in tax policies
to meet local needs effectively.

e Post-Secondary Access and Affordability: Enhancing financial aid and
funding for regional colleges and universities to promote equitable
access to higher education.

e Higher Education Investments: Expanding funding for research,
institutional programs, campus infrastructure, and financial aid at higher
education institutions.

e Community College Finance: Continuing investments and updates to
the Community College Finance legislation (HB8, 2023) whil
addressing out-of-state and private school credit transfer policies.
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Transportation & Infrastructure

To support regional growth and enhance the state's transportation
network, the Garland Chamber of Commerce advocates for:

e Increased Transportation Funding: Secure additional funding for
roadways and rail corridors in North Texas to accommodate regional
growth and improve connectivity.

e Comprehensive Support for IH-635 East Corridor: Endorse all viable
financing strategies to ensure the successful development and
completion of the IH-635 East Corridor Project.

e Public-Private Partnerships: Promote collaborations between public
and private sectors to develop multimodal transportation systems
that stimulate economic growth, create jobs, and improve mobility
options.

Public Health

The Garland Chamber of Commerce advocates for policies that enhance
healthcare access, affordability, and efficiency for Texans. We support:

e Expanding Coverage for the Uninsured: Promote initiatives that
provide meaningful coverage options while effectively managing costs.

e Reducing Fraud and Waste: Strengthen efforts to combat Medicaid
fraud, waste, and abuse to safeguard taxpayer resources.

e Enhancing Medicaid Managed Care: Support the use of Medicaid
managed care to improve the quality and efficiency of healthcare
delivery in Texas.

Natural Resources

The Garland Chamber of Commerce advocates for sustainable policies
that ensure Texas' long-term water and energy security. We support:

e Water Conservation: Accelerating efforts and funding for water
conservation measures and projects to secure future water resources
for the state.

e Energy Source Expansion: Expanding access to diverse energy
sources, including Texas' abundant natural gas, to meet growing
demand.

e Sustainable Energy Development: Supporting initiatives that promote
reliable, sufficient, and sustainable energy development and delivery
across the state.

¢ Protecting Sustainability: Opposing legislation that threatens the long-
term sustainability of Texas' water or energy resources.
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